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Happy New Year! We hope that you had a warm and wonderful holiday 
season with family and friends and that 2016 brings all of our families many 
blessings. While January 1st marks the beginning of a new calendar year, January 
15th will mark our mid-point for the school year and the end of the second 
marking period. All students in grades 1-5 will receive their report cards on 
Thursday, February 4th. 

As you read through this month’s newsletter, please note the many 
opportunities for families to be involved in our school community. Together with our 
PTA, we have activities to meet everyone’s interests and needs. Do you enjoy 
philanthropic activities? Come help us make blankets for Project Linus! Enjoy fun 
evening events? PJ’s & BINGO would be the place to be! In a giving mood? Donate 
something for our Silent Auction! Ever considered what it would be like to be a 
judge? Come help us make our STEM Fair a great success! Interested in advocacy? 
Attend one of the Board of Education meetings and share your hopes and dreams 
for Summit Park as we seek support for relief strategies to help us meet the 
demands of a growing population! We encourage you to join us in any and all of these 
activities to share our spirit and enjoy the wonderful community that we have. 
Additional information and contacts can be found in the newsletter. 

Finally, what a better time to share your love for our school than 
helping us plan our 50th Anniversary celebration! In the weeks and months to come, 
we will be sharing ideas for events and activities that honor our past, celebrate our 
present, and anticipate our future. A New Year always brings a sense of excitement 
over the possibilities of things to come. Our Summit Park community is ready for all 
the exciting things that lie ahead! 
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Winter break might be over, but there’s more fun still to come! 
Baltimore County Public Schools will celebrate Team BCPS Day on Thursday, Jan. 14. As part of 
the celebration, BCPS encourages all current, former, and future students, families, staff, 
volunteers, partners, and community members to show their support by participating in special 
Team BCPS Day activities. 

From wearing blue to sending photographs and submitting messages, there are a lot 
of ways to get involved in this year’s Team BCPS Day," says Superintendent Dallas Dance. 
The first activity continues a tradition started during the first Team BCPS Day. Team BCPS 
members who sport the school system’s signature shade of blue can share photographs of 
themselves with BCPS through social media with the hashtag #BCPSblue. They also can email 
their photographs to communications@bcps.org. 

Alumni and business partners can also get involved by writing or recording 
messages about how they are part of Team BCPS and what the school system means to them. 
These messages can be sent to BCPS through Twitter with the hashtag #BCPSblue or email at 
communications@bcps.org. 

And, to celebrate the publication of “Building the Future," a book written by a BCPS 
employee about the school system’s history, BCPS is looking for class pictures and photographs 
of classrooms, schools, and school activities. Alumni and community members can share any 
pictures and photographs that they have through Twitter with the hashtag #BCPSblue or email at 
communications@bcps.org. 

To view photographs from last year’s Team BCPS Day, visit 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcps/albums/72157649889457387. To learn more about “Building 
the Future," visit http://educationfoundationbcps.org/news/2015/09/building-the-future.

mailto:communications@bcps.org
mailto:communications@bcps.org
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/bcps/albums/72157649889457387
http://educationfoundationbcps.org/news/2015/09/building-the-future
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Kindergarten registration will take place on Friday, April 15, 2016. If you have a child 
who is turning five on or before September 1, 2016 you will need the following documentation to 
register your child:

• Child’s birth certificate
• Immunization record
• Proof of residency, such as a copy of your tax bill, mortgage coupon book, or your lease.

(If a private lease, the owner must provide you with proof of ownership, using one of
the above items)

• 3 pieces of US mail from your address (postmarked within the last 60 days) No Junk 
Mail!

• Your photo ID with current address

Please contact Mrs. Fitzpatrick at 410-887-1210 to make a registration 
appointment. If you know someone who has a child going into kindergarten or first grade who 
might not receive our newsletter, please share this information with him or her. Thank you.

T I M E  T O  R E P L E N I S H  S T U D E N T  S U P P L I E S
As we start a new year, it is a good time to check your child’s school supplies. Not 

surprisingly, many supplies are used up, broken, or lost by this time of year. Please take a few 
minutes with your child and see what might need to be replaced or replenished. Also, tissue 
donations and pencils are needed and greatly appreciated. Please consider sending in an extra box 
of tissues and pencils for your child’s classroom. Thank you!

U P D A T I N G  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N
If your address, home, work or cell phone numbers or other emergency contact 

information has changed, please notify the school office immediately. All changes need to be 
submitted in writing and signed by you. In order to verify the correct school attendance area, it is 
the responsibility of the parent/guardian to report changes in residence and provide all required 
residency documents (Policy and Rule 5150, II. A.) to the school within ten (10) school days of 
the date of the change in residence. Complying with this policy will ensure the school has the 
most up-to-date information concerning your children in the event of an emergency.
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When sending money into school to be placed on your child’s lunch account, please 
make sure you send it in an envelope with the child’s name and teacher’s name clearly marked on 
the outside. At times, we receive envelopes containing cash that are marked simply Cafeteria. If 
you are sending in one check or sum of cash that is to be divided between two or more children, 
clearly explain how the money is to be divided among the children. myschoolbucks.com is the 
easiest and most secure way to place money in your child’s lunch account and eliminates the need 
for your child to carry any money or checks to school which can be misplaced or lost. Thank you in 
advance for your assistance with this matter.

E A R LY  A D M I S S I O N  F O R  K I N D E R G A R T E N  2 0 1 6
A parent may request early admission into kindergarten if his/her child turns five 

(5) years of age after September 1, 2016 and no later than October 14, 2016. The parent must 
submit a written request for early admission to the principal, no later than June 1, 2016. The 
letter of request should include the following information: name of child, child’s date of birth, 
name, address and phone number of parent, and reason for the request.

P TA  N E W S
The first school board meeting of 2016 is Tuesday, January 12th at 6:30 p.m. 

(signup to speak and present our school's platform starts at 5:30 p.m.) at Greenwood- Building 
“E”. Join our core group of parents dedicated to this cause and our school. (Thank you to Marisol 
Johnson, Jen Rosen, Sheri Gordon, Beth Armacost, Lindsay Klatsky, Alicia and Jacob Danyali, and 
Lisa Burgunder) Because of their tireless efforts, SPES was afforded additional staff and 
resources for this school year. We need more involvement from all of you. Imagine if everyone 
committed to attend ONE meeting between now and the summer? We could get so much 
accomplished! Please help us advocate for more permanent changes to our building facilities so 
that our growing student body can safely and comfortably learn together in a renovated, 
expanded facility. Want to speak, but aren’t sure what to say? We have talking points ready for 
you! Don’t want to speak, but want to show your support and cheer on others? Wear your 
Summit Park spirit wear and stand in unity with us – we can even provide the t-shirt! 

*New Activity*  Project Linus Service Project- Tuesday, January 19th from 4-5:00 PM. Bring 
your children and help make homemade blankets to be donated to local hospitals through Project 
Linus, a nonprofit organization. A suggested $5 donation is requested for supplies.
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There have been a series of robberies in the Pikesville area and residents are urged 
to be vigilant and take the necessary steps to protect your home and valuables. If your residence 
is equipped with a burglar alarm system, use it at all times. Please record all serial numbers and 
keep the list of serial numbers in a safe place. This simple step may assist police with identifying 
suspects and returning stolen property to the owner. Most electronic devices (including but not 
limited to cameras, computers, video game systems, televisions, music devices and cell phones), 
some jewelry, power tools, lawn equipment, bicycles, etc., contain serial numbers.

Please be vigilant of suspicious subjects or vehicles roaming through the 
neighborhood. If you notice any suspicious activity, safely get a good description of the subjects 
or vehicles (including license plates) and immediately contact 911.

The Police Department offers Free Home Security Surveys, where a uniformed 
officer will respond to your home and give you suggestions on ways to make your home more 
secure. Officers from the Pikesville Precinct are actively patrolling your neighborhood. If you have 
any questions or would like to have a Security Survey, please contact the Pikesville Community 
Outreach Team for assistance at 410-887-6775.
Remember, you are the eyes and ears of the community.

B O X  T O P S  F O R  E D U C A T I O N
Thank you to everyone for sending in your Box Tops for Education. We have earned 

over $1100.00 as of January 1, 2016. Please keep cutting them out and sending them in. We 
earn 10 cents for every box top coupon collected. The homerooms 
who have collected over 500 box tops, and earned an extra recess, 
through December 31 are: Mrs. Grasmick (619), Mrs. Krausz (545), 
Mrs. Holmes (487), and Mrs. Goldstein (500). Congratulations! 

L I B R A R Y  G I F T  F U N D
In honor of their birthdays during the previous month, the following students 

donated books to our library. We appreciate their donations and the books are available for all 
students to enjoy. We send happy birthday wishes and special thanks to: Benjamin F., Alexandra M., 
Samara K., Max B., Gabrielle S., Leah M., Diana B., Reuben D., Lily M., David K., Anisha C., and Alan Y. 

Happy Birthday!
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On March 23, 2016, Summit Park’s 4th and 5th grade students will hold their annual 
STEM Fair.  Judges are needed to evaluate the student projects. No experience is necessary and 
you do not need to stay for the whole day – ANY time you can give would be greatly appreciated! 
Interested? 
Here is what we are looking for in a qualified judge:
• Enjoy talking with children and asking about their amazing projects;
• Can be fair and judge according to the criteria given and be discreet about your judging 

information;
• Have a background or interest in science/engineering and can relate to or understand the 

scientific process;
• Are willing to give a few hours on the morning of March 23rd to be at Summit Park and provide 

feedback on some projects.
If you are interested in or know someone who is, please contact Mr. Brocato at 

tbrocato@bcps.org, 5th grade teacher at Summit Park for more information.  Thanks in advance 
for making this year’s STEM Fair a great one!

A  G U I D E  T O  S U R V I V I N G  T H E  S T E M  F A I R
4 t h G r a d e  Pa r e n t  I n fo r m at i o n  N i g h t  
A  G u i d e  t o  S u r v i v i n g  t h e  S T E M  Fa i r

W h e n :  We d n e s d a y ,  Ja n u a r y  2 0 t h at  6 : 3 0  p . m .
W h e r e :  S P E S  L i b r a r y

Parents of fourth graders are invited to 
attend an informational session regarding 
the STEM Fair. The STEM Fair is a required 
science experience for fourth and fifth 
grade students.  The presentation will 
provide details about each step of the 

process as well as suggestions on how to 
effectively help support your child. We 

hope to see you there!

mailto:tbrocato@bcps.org
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N E W S  F R O M  T H E  N U R S E
Happy 2016!  It’s a New Year and time to make some productive and 

positive changes in our lives.  We can start this New Year off by teaching our 
children some new activities for an active mind, for a healthy body, for social and 
emotional well-being, and to be productive citizens.  Listed are some ideas for each 
topic.

For an Active Mind: Read and talk about books, poetry, and stories.
Learn by asking lots of questions.
Know how to read a map, graph, or table.
Build and label a collection (rocks, leaves, shells).

For a Healthy Body: Go for checkups.
Play games and sports in a safe place.
Get plenty of sleep and eat balanced meals.
Avoid strangers who ask questions or offer gifts.

For Social and Emotional Well-Being: 
Be proud of his/her work. Praise others, too.
Enjoy and make creative use of time spent alone.
Settle disputes by talking, not hitting or yelling.
Be friendly with people of all ages.

To Be Productive Citizens: 
Talk about what’s right and wrong.
Recycle newspapers, cans and bottles.
Stick up for others if they aren’t being treated fairly.
Do homework 
Do some chores, like folding laundry or taking out the trash,

without being asked. 

G o o d  l u c k  o n  a l l  o f  y o u r  N e w  Y e a r  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  

c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  y o u  m a y  c o m e  a c r o s s  t h i s  y e a r .     
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M A N Y ,  M A N Y  T H A N K S  F R O M  K I D S  H E L P I N G  H O P K I N S
Dear "Build-a-Bear" Weekend Volunteers, 

Many, many thanks for your tireless efforts, hard work, and presence 
for this year's annual Kids Helping Hopkins Build-A-Bear Weekend!!! Our wonderful 
Dana Pollara truly organized an amazing team of volunteers, as always, and the 
entire weekend surpassed our dreams! Students, families, and staff members 
from Gunpowder, Woodholme, New Town, Lyons Mills, Franklin, Summit Park, and 
Perry Hall Elementary Schools purchased, costumed, and donated approximately 
340 stuffed bears, other animals and "characters". This would not have been 
possible without you!! You were right there, welcoming and assisting everyone who 
participated in this unique and caring event.....there were so many "jobs" to do to 
make this weekend "happen", and you certainly did them all with enthusiasm, 
dedication, and compassion. Your presence and participation also modeled the values 
of compassion and sharing that are the very heart of our Kids Helping Hopkins 
program....our mission is to instill and nurture these important values in all students 
who participate. As we watched children select, costume, hug, and then give their 
bears, animals, and stuffed characters to you, it was obvious that they understood 
the significance of what they were doing to help other children.

One hundred bears/stuffed animals were delivered to the Johns 
Hopkins Children's Center before Thanksgiving, and the Child Life staff distributed 
these adorable stuffed gifts to delighted children and teens throughout the Center. 
These gifts made their holiday, and brought comfort, smiles, and warmth to the 
young patients who received them. We delivered more bears/stuffed animals prior 
to Christmas for distribution, and the remaining ones will be delivered 
and distributed for Valentine's Day! As you can see, your efforts have ensured 
that these new stuffed "friends" go to loving, appreciative young patients in time 
for each holiday!

Once again, many thanks for volunteering! Your kindness and involvement are 
treasured!

With heartfelt appreciation,
Anita Rozenel, KHH founder
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C O U N S E L O R ’ S  C O R N E R
Happy New Year! January’s Value of the 

Month is Self-Discipline. Any behavior that involves the 
ability to have control, motivate yourself, stay on track, and 
do what’s right shows self-discipline. Summit Park 
students exhibiting self-discipline have the opportunity to 
earn tickets to be displayed in the lobby as well as having 
their name mentioned on the morning announcements.  
Behaviors such as completing assignments, staying on task, 
persevering, working toward goals, waiting to be called on 
and controlling anger are just a few examples of ways to 
show self discipline in school. To help your child develop self
discipline at home, it is important to establish routines no matter how simple, impart rules, 
encourage activities that require discipline, provide praise for good choices and consequences for 
not so good choices, and simply model for your child how to practice self-control. 

NEED IDEAS FOR FAMILY ACTIVITIES DURING THESE LONG WINTER EVENINGS?
From your Summit Park SLP’s, Wendy Espeland and Harriet Horwitz
Adapted from Bringing Back Family Game Night By Amber and Andy Ankowski*

TVs, tablets, video games and cell phones…These days, there are more ways than ever for your 
entire family to stay entertained – without anybody even looking at each other! But it wasn’t 
always this way.  Although your children may find it hard to believe, there was a time, like 
when you were a kid, when families used to gather around the table, look one another right in the 
eye, and play real-life, interactive games together, well into the night.  And as today’s researchers 
are now discovering, all of that light-hearted play actually led to some serious child development 
benefits. So we think it’s high time to bring family game night out of the past and into your 
immediate future! Here are five big research-based reasons why:

1. Games are good for social, motor, and language skill development.
2. Games can lead to better grades.
3. Games help your kids solve problems.
4. Game night is family bonding night.
5. Games are just plain fun and make for amazing family memories.

Now that you’re totally inspired to bring family game night back to your house, which games 
do you plan to play together? Try these websites below for specific family game suggestions, to 
find out how different games target specific skills, and to learn how to encourage language skills 
during family game nights. 
*http://www.pbs.org/parents/expert-tips-advice/2015/07/bringing-back-family-game-night/

http://nspt4kids.com/parenting/encouraging-language-skills-during-family-board-games/

http://www.pbs.org/parents/expert-tips-advice/2015/07/bringing-back-family-game-night/
http://nspt4kids.com/parenting/encouraging-language-skills-during-family-board-games/
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Tuesday, January 12

BCPS School Board Meeting – 6:30 PM at Greenwood- Building “E”
Sign up to speak begins at 5:30 PM 

Thursday, January 14

Team BCPS Day – wear BLUE to show your BCPS spirit!

Friday, January 15

Second Marking Period Ends

Monday, January 18

MLK Birthday Observed—Schools Closed

Tuesday, January 19

Professional Development Day—Schools Closed for Students
Project Linus – blanket making activity – 4:00 – 5:00 PM

Thursday, February 4

Distribution of Report Cards

Friday, February 5

PTA’S PJ’s and Bingo – 6:30-7:30 PM

Monday, February 15

Presidents’ Day—Schools Closed



                 

Summit Park Elementary School 
Late Openings/Early Closings Inclement Weather Procedures 

 
Information about school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on local radio  
and television stations and other media including the Internet. Parents will not receive 
individual telephone calls from the school. It is important to access local media to learn if 
schools are delayed, closed, or dismissing early. If an announcement is made that schools are 
delayed, continue to monitor the news because sometimes a revised announcement is made to 
close schools. Please refer to the following for your most current weather related 
information: 

  BCPS Web page http://www.bcps.org 

 https://www.schoolsout.com/ (it is highly recommended that parents sign-up 
             for free email alerts) 

  BCPS Telephone Information 410-887-5555 

  Local radio and television stations 

 The Education Channel, Comcast Cable Channel 73 

 
School opens 1 hour late:  School begins at 9:45 am 
 
School opens 2 hours late: School begins at 10:45 am 
 
School closes 1 hour early:  School will be dismissed at 2:15 pm 
 
School closes 2 hours early:  School will be dismissed at 1:15 pm 
 
School closes 3 hours early: School will be dismissed at 12:15 pm 
 
In the event of an early closing, all students will be dismissed according to their normal 
transportation plans. Play Keepers is closed in the afternoon if schools dismiss early due to 
inclement weather or other emergencies. Play Keepers’ students will be dismissed according to 
the early closing transportation plans parents provided to Play Keepers. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
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COALITION MISSION: 

To provide the academic, 

social, and cultural 

environment that is 

commensurate with the 

expectations of the local 

community in which they 

reside, to secure a bright 

future for our youth and our 

community. To accomplish 

this, the Coalition will identify, 

connect, and collaborate with 

stakeholders, increasing the 

investment of time, talents, 

and resources in Pikesville 

schools, by focusing our 

efforts on improving school 

climate, public relations, 

community actions, and 

parent connections. 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

We are happy to report that 2016 will mark the opening of the 

incredible new Pikesville High!  While everyone is now beaming with 
pride, it wasn’t easy!  It took six years of dedicated work by dozens of 
people in our community.   

 
As you probably know Pikesville High was built mostly of black metal 

panels and glass. The result was that it was hot – so hot that in the 
spring and fall temperatures regularly exceeded 105 degrees.  It took 

lots of temperature measurements, letter writing, school board 
meetings, and help from our legislators to get BCPS to pay attention to 
the problem.  To their credit, when BCPS finally realized how hot it 

really was, they sought the funding for a completely air conditioned 
renovation.   

 
Unfortunately, after BCPS got the bids for the project, we found out that 
it wasn’t enough money to finish the job.  So the Pikesville Schools 

Coalition led another effort with the PTSA, our legislators, the Greater 
Pikesville Recreation Council, Pikesville-Greenspring Community 

Coalition, and others to lobby for the additional $6M in funding required 
to complete the job.    
 

Eventually, Kevin Kamenetz found $4M of the $6M needed for the 
project, but we were told it still wasn’t enough to complete the 

auditorium and other important parts of the building.  Again, we started 
writing letters and going to meetings and finally, this October, BCPS 
agreed that they could indeed find the resources to completely finish 

the school.   
 

While we will celebrate PHS’s opening this year we have to remember it 
took six years and the support of dozens of people to actually make it 
happen.  Making a difference isn’t easy and that is why we need the 

Pikesville Schools Coalition, and why we need your help in 2016!   
 

Thanks for your support - have a happy, prosperous, and highly 
educational 2016! 
 

- Jeff Jerome, Chairman of the Pikesville Schools Coalition 

 



 

 

Get involved in one of the 
four sub committees: 

 
School Climate/ 

Long Term Change 
Chairperson - Alicia Danyali  

ajdanyali@yahoo.com 

 

 

Public Relations 
Chairperson – Dori Chait 

dorijill@gmail.com 

 
 

Parent Connections 
Chairperson – Rachel Moses 

rmoses@associated.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Email: 
Pikesvilleschoolscoalition@gmail.com 
 
Phone: Dr. Michelle Shaivitz:      
(410)-500-5302 
 
 
We’re also on Facebook! 

Join our Pikesville Schools 
Coalition Facebook Group! 

New LED Sign at Pikesville Middle School 

 

Great News! Pikesville Middle School now has an LED sign to let 

everyone know about all of the great activities going on there! Thanks 
to the Pikesville Schools Coalition, the Greater Pikesville Recreation 
Council, private donations, and CHAI for making it happen! 

The Transformation of Pikesville High School  

 

Read all about the renovation and transformation of Pikesville High 
School in the following article. 

http://jewishtimes.com/43821/the-transformation-of-pikesville-high/news/ 

 

Students and Parents at Summit Park Elementary School 
Give Back 

 

Summit Park PTA, in partnership with the Pikesville Schools Coalition, 
created “warm bags” to be handed out in the community to those in 

need. They collected gloves, hats, scarves, socks, crayons and coloring 
books. At the end of the week, the youngest grades decorated the bags 

that were donated by the PTA, one of the special needs classes helped 
sort all of the donations, and the fifth graders filled the bags and got 
them ready for the donation drop off.  Way to go Summit Park!   
 

 

 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1438_com_zimbra_email%22));
mailto:Pikesvilleschoolscoalition@gmail.com
http://jewishtimes.com/43821/the-transformation-of-pikesville-high/news/


 
   

DYSLEXIA: 
A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF 

READING DIFFICULTIES IN 
CHILDREN 

WHEN 
Monday, January 11, 

2016 
9am-10am 

WHERE 
Fort Garrison 

Room 24 

Open to the first 40 people 

Email: Stacy Siegel  to reserve 

your seat  

scrain@bcps.org   

 · Your Band 

  PRESENTED 
BY: 

LAUREN 
WEINGARD 

CERTIFIED SCHOOL 
PSYCHOLOGIST 

 

 

 What is 

Dyslexia? 

 What is not 

Dyslexia? 

 

 What 

causes 

reading 

difficulties? 

 

 What 

does this 

 look like in 

children? 

 

 How is it 

identified/ 

diagnosed 

 

 Helpful 

strategies, 

interventions 

and 

resources 

 

 

 

mailto:scrain@bcps.org
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